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+ 
Key considerations when thinking 

about immigrants in MN 

 We are (nearly) all immigrants 

 Immigrants have significant positive economic 

impact in Minnesota 

 Demographics (especially aging) of our population 

will increase labor shortages 

 Immigrants are an essential part of the solution 

 Populations of color (including immigrants and their 

children) are revitalizing many communities, driving 

population growth statewide 

 



1920 

Percentage of the immigrant population that was … 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, via Social Explorer. 



1920 

Percentage of the immigrant population that was … 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, via Social Explorer. 



1920 

Percentage of the immigrant population that was … 

Census 1920 - % born in Germany 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, via Social Explorer. 



+ By late 1800s, German, Norwegian and 

Swedish immigrants began to arrive in 

MN in great numbers 

Foreign-born by country of birth, MN, 1870-2011 

Source: MNCompass tabulations of IPUMS version of U.S. Census Bureau decennial censuses and 2009-2011 American Community Survey 
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+ 
Percentage of the population that 

is an immigrant, MN and US 

37% 

8% 
14% 

About 450,000 

immigrants  

living in Minnesota  

in 2015 

20% 



+ 

Minnesotans 

by ancestry, 

2015 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau,  

2015 American Community Survey 



+ Minnesota’s immigrants represent 

more of the globe today (1970-2015) 



+ MN immigrant populations, 2015:  

Largest groups by country of birth 
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 American Community Survey  
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+ 
Largest immigrant populations in 

Carver & Scott Counties (jointly) 
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Carver: About 5,200, or 5.6% of 

population 

 

Scott: About 11,700, or 8.7% of 

population 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey. 



+ 

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004 2009

Burma

Liberia

Ethiopia

Somalia

Laos

Cambodia

Vietnam

Laos (Hmong)

Fmr. Soviet Union

Other

Source: Department of Homeland Security, Primary Refugee Arrivals to MN. 

Refugees are a part of our immigration 

story: Arrivals to MN, 1979-2012 



+ 
Refugees initially resettled in 

Carver & Scott, 2003-2015 

Carver has resettled 49 
refugees since 2003, including 4 
since 2010 

Scott has resettled 257 refugees 
since 2003, including 57 since 
2010 

Note: These refugees may not 
live in these counties anymore, 
and others may have arrived  

Source: MN Department of Human Services, Resettlement Programs Office: https://rpo.dhs.state.mn.us/Resources/RefugeeArrivalReports.aspx 

 



+ 

Source: MN Department of Education. 



+ 
Undocumented immigrants in 

Minnesota 

 About 100,000 estimated statewide in MN in 2014  

 45% originally from Mexico 

 23% of the immigrant population 

 1.9% of total population 

 2.7% of the labor force 

 

 About 9-10%of labor force  
in California, Nevada and Texas 

 About 26% of all U.S. workers in farming  
occupations and 15% in construction 
are undocumented 

 2/3rds of all undocumented immigrants 
have lived in the U.S. for 10+ years 

 Number in U.S. peaked in 2007,  
down 1.1 million since then  

 

 

Source: Pew Research Center. 

13% of farm workers 

in Minnesota  

believed to be 

undocumented 



+ 
Economic impact of immigrants:  
customers, employees, business owners 

 Minnesota’s immigrant households have an 
estimated buying power of more than $5 billion 
annually 

 Immigrants pay an estimated $793 million per 
year in Minnesota state and local taxes 

 Among those ages 16-64, 72% of foreign-born are 
working, compared to 77% of U.S.-born Minnesotans 

 1 in 20 businesses operating in Minnesota today was 
started by a person who was not a U.S. citizen at birth 
(more than 6,700 firms) 

 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 Survey of Entrepreneurs, 2015 American Community Survey, and “The Economic Contributions of Immigrants in Minnesota”  



+ 
Most immigrant groups have high 

levels of workforce participation 

 



+ 
Participation climbs after more 

time in U.S. (especially for women) 

 



+ 
Ratio of available jobs to job seekers in 

MN is now nearly 1-to-1  

Source: Job Vacancy Survey, MN Department of Employment and Economic Development. 

https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/job-vacancy/ 

2009 



+ Increasing reports of labor shortages  

 



+ 
What Minnesota looked like… 

last year (2015) 

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimates, 2015.  

What Minnesota 

looked like… 

last year (2015) 



+ This decade and next: Unprecedented  

increases in MN’s 65+ population  

 85  
 55  

 71   67  
 47  

 91  

 285  

 335  

 97  
 66   56  

1950s 60s 70s 80s 90s 00s 10s 20s 30s 40s 2050s

Change in older adults, age 65+ (in thousands) 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, MN State Demographic Center 



+ 
Total 25- to 64-year-olds in MN will 

be a roller coaster (2013-2035) 
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+ 
1950 to 2030 – Three major age 

groups in MN (% of total population)  

Source: MN State Demographic Center, “Demographic Considerations For Long-Range & Strategic Planning,” March 2016. Available at:  
http://mn.gov/admin/images/demographic-considerations-planning-for-mn-leaders-msdc-march2016.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ 
Minnesotans not as fond of making 

babies as they were in the past 



+ 
By 2030s, migration anticipated to 

drive our state’s growth (not births) 

Source: MN State Demographic Center projections, October 2013. 

 

 

Net migration 

Natural change 

(births-deaths) 



+ Imagine Minnesota without the last 

two generations of immigrants 

Source: IPUMS version of U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, tabulated by MNCompass. 



+ 
Percent of MN young people who 

are “children of immigrants” 

 

Under age 20, it’s 1 in 6 

 

Under age 5, it’s 1 in 5 

“Children of immigrants” are 

foreign-born themselves, or have 

one or two foreign-born parents 
Source: mncompass.org 



+ 
MN in 2015 by race/ethnicity (Hispanics 

removed from all other race groups) 

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimates, 2015. Note: Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders represent .04% of the population, and are not shown in the pie graph. 
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4.45 million 

 

Populations of 
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MN population = 

5.49 million 

 



+ 
Populations of Color are driving 

growth in MN (Change, 2000-2015) 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial Census and Population Estimates 

 

During the past 

15 years, the 

White population 

grew by 2%, 

while the Asian, 

Black, Hispanic, & 

Multiracial 

populations grew 

by 80-96%. 

 



+ 
MN: Largest growth among Asian, 

Black and Hispanic groups by 2030 
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Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center projections. 



+ 
Hmong, African-American, Somali 

& Mexican Minnesotans Are Young 
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appearing in the January 2016 report “The Economic Status of Minnesotans: A Chartbook With Data For 17 Cultural Groups,” available at mn.gov/demography 



+ 
Understanding diverse groups 

Consider other sources: 

 Refugee primary arrival data from the MN Dept of 

Health: 

www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/refugee/stats/ 

 Home language data from the MN Dept of Education: 

w20.education.state.mn.us/MDEAnalytics/Data.jsp 

 (Under Student Data> Student> Category> Languages) 

 MN Compass Immigration section: 

www.mncompass.org/immigration/overview 

Visit: mn.gov/demography 



+ 
Other Resources 

 Report: “The Economic Contributions of Immigrants in 
Minnesota,” 2013 (Search for title) 

 Data Websites: Minnesota Compass 
http://www.mncompass.org/immigration/ & Pew Research, 
Hispanic Trends: http://www.pewhispanic.org/ 

 Green Card Voices: Personal, recorded stories of immigrants 
in Minnesota http://www.greencardvoices.com/ 

 “This Much I Can Tell You: Stories of Courage and Hope from 
Refugees in Minnesota” – book published in 2011 by MN 
Council of Churches Refugee Services 
http://www.mnchurches.org/refugeeservices/our-book 
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